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Care for Creation: Earth Day is Friday April 22nd
“And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.”
(Genesis 1:31)
Many Catholics from an early age can recall reading or hearing these words
from the creation stories in Genesis. From this early age, we are taught that
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all creation is deserving of our care because it is a gift from God. As Catholics,
we recognize this truth through tangible actions that protect the Earth’s natural resources,
which are essential to the safety and dignity of all people, especially children, the elderly, and all
future generations. In On Care for Our Common Home, Pope Francis wrote, "everything is
interconnected and genuine care for our own lives and relationships with nature is inseparable
from fraternity, justice, and faithfulness to others."

Unfortunately, like many issues, care for the environment is rift with partisan rhetoric and
division. However, because of our shared fundamental belief that all creation is a gift from God,
Catholics can rise above the partisanship and work together to care of our Common Home.
For our part, the New Jersey Catholic Conference advocates for laws and policies that protect the
proper use of creation, including animals, plants, and the Earth's natural resources. We
encourage our law makers to work together with us and one another to nurture and cherish
creation, as God asked us to do at the beginning of history.
We ask all Catholics and people of good will to do their part in safeguarding the abundant
resources God gave us to thrive - - and to pass on to future generations. Here are some examples
of ways you and your family can help protect our Common Home: start a family “go-green fund"
to reduce the use of water, gas, and electric and use the savings on something fun; adopt a road
or park; use cloth napkins instead of paper; dry clothes on a close line or drying rack; use a timer
to take shorter showers; add a recycling bin at your parish; go to a car wash that uses recycled
water; plant a tree; start a garden to reduce grocery trips; or volunteer for community cleanups.
To learn more about the Catholic Church’s work on environmental issues and what you can do,
please visit: https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-anddignity/environment/index.cfm

Follow us on Facebook
We invite you to follow and like us on Facebook at njcatholic.facebook. Here you will find
insights, news, and other snackable content to keep you informed on our legislative and
public affairs activities and other Catholic happenings. It's also a good opportunity to
engage with us and fellow Catholics on the topics and issues that matter most to you.

Legislative Update - - First Quarter 2022
The mission of NJCC is to advocate and interact with the Legislative and Executive
Branches of state and federal government for the Catholic Church's public policy
agenda. Some of the bills and issues we have been working on include:
The "Working Class Families Anti-Hunger Act." NJCC testified in favor of this ten-bill
legislative package that would expand free school breakfasts and lunches to
students from working class, middle-income families.
The Women’s Health Protection Act, H.R. 3755, a federal bill, would have imposed
abortion-on-demand nationwide at any stage of pregnancy and eliminated pro-life
laws at every level of government. H.R. 3755 would have compelled all Americans to
fund abortions with their tax dollars and forced health care providers to perform,
assist in, and/or refer for abortion against their deeply held beliefs. This bill was
defeated in the U.S. Senate on February 28, 2022.
Chapter 192 Programs (Compensatory Education) for Nonpublic School Students
provides remedial instruction in reading, language arts, and mathematics for
nonpublic New Jersey students. Since the per-pupil amount of $995.33 for these
services has not been increased since the 2008-2009 school year, NJCC is advocating
to the legislature for an increase to $1,300 per-pupil so students can receive the
services they need to be successful in school.
Nonpublic school transportation continues to be
problematic for many students with the result being that
parents receive aid-in-lieu payments instead of
transportation. Aid-in-lieu for parents at the current rate of
$1,000 does not always help in getting their children to and
from a nonpublic school. Consequently, NJCC is asking the
legislature to increase the per-pupil ceiling for nonpublic
school transportation from $1,000 to $1,150.

Serving Christ by Helping Those in Need
As we await the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on Dobbs v. Jackson
Women's Health Organization, a ruling that could overturn Roe v.
Wade, we ask our parishes and all people of good will to welcome
with open arms those facing difficult pregnancies with love and
compassion, and to promote pro-life programs such as
Walking with Moms in Need, an initiative launched by the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops in 2020. We ask all Catholics to help connect expecting and vulnerable
mothers to life-affirming agencies, such as Catholic Charities, and resources such as
pregnancy and foster care centers, clothing, food, and housing services, and adoption
agencies. The Catholic Church is the leading social services provider in the United States and
is here to support mothers who choose life over abortion.

Introducing NJCC's Public Policy Committee
As an organization that exists to advocate for the New Jersey Catholic Church's public policy
agenda, NJCC is fortunate to have devoted Catholics who are willing to share their time and
expertise in the public policy arena. With more than ten thousand bills introduced during each
two-year legislative session, it’s vital that those of import to the Church are not pretermitted;
and equally important to get expert perspective from the people who would be directly
impacted by them.
Seeing a need for laity to have a voice in public policy matters, NJCC's Board of Bishops
created a public policy committee to work directly with them and NJCC staff on analyzing bills
and policy issues to determine what action is needed.
To ensure equal representation throughout the state, the committee is made up of nineteen
members, fourteen of whom are appointed equally by the bishops from each of the seven
dioceses. The other five members are at-large members who represent the Knights of
Columbus, the Catholic HealthCare Partnership of New Jersey, the Diocesan Directors of
Human Resources, the office of the Diocesan Attorneys, and one member from the legislative
affairs community.
The objective of the public policy committee is to liaise with NJCC staff and the Board of
Bishops on the following:
Public policy issues of import to the Church
Recommendations for policies, positions, and issues of study, along with resources
such as ad-hoc committees that are needed to carry out the work of NJCC
Assisting and advising on the development and implementation of programs intended
to educate parishioners on public policy matters
Inspiring action from the faithful on public policy matters that can affect the Church
The committee is chaired by Dr. Daniel Rossi, who serves as an at-large member
representing the Knights of Columbus. Dr. Rossi is a former executive director of the
Northeastern Regional Association of State Agriculture and Station Directors. The
committee's vice-chair is Brenda Rascher, executive director for Catholic social services &
director of parish counseling services for the Diocese of Trenton.
In a recent discussion with Rossi and Rascher, each shared their optimism and hope
that the efforts of the committee can help influence and motivate Catholics to take a
bigger role in public policy issues, including the sanctity of life, feeding and clothing
the poor and vulnerable, and the environment.

Remember to Follow us on Facebook!

Understanding New Jersey's Budget Process
Understanding New Jersey's budget process at first may seem or
sound complex. But it's not once you understand the basics. Below
are the steps that go into making New Jersey's annual budget:
The budget planning process begins in August, about 11 months
before it takes effect. State agencies and departments use this
time to identify revenue projections needed for expenses such as
salaries and pensions, programs costs, essential services,
education, mass transportation, public health infrastructure, and
public safety.
By January, when revenue projections are agreed upon by
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the state treasurer,
and the governor's staff, the budget is submitted to the governor.
The planning portion of the budget process typically culminates no later than the fourth
Tuesday in February, when the governor must deliver the budget to the legislature. The
governor's budget address typically begins "budget season." After this address, the
legislature begins to craft its own budget through the Office of Legislative Services (OLS),
which reflects its own spending and revenue priorities. (Typically the final budget
compromises between the governor's budget and the legislature's budget.)
The legislature then conducts a series of hearings by a Budget Committee of each House,
including public and departmental hearings.
After the legislature has completed its committee hearings, and finalizes its budget, the
budget must be approved by the Senate and General Assembly as an "Appropriations Act,"
(which becomes law after it is signed by the governor).
The budget is then submitted to the governor in June. The governor has until June 30th to
approve and sign it into law, as the budget runs on a July 1 to June 30 fiscal year.
The governor has four options once the budget is received: (1.) to accept it "as is," (2.) reject
it and send it back to the legislature, (3.) line-item veto certain spending priorities before
signing it into law, or (4.) if revenue projections from the OMB and OLS are far enough apart,
sh/e may accept the budget as is and reserve some funding to be released later in the year if
enough revenue is collected to cover those investments.
To learn more about New Jersey's budget process, including how you can be a part of public
hearings, click HERE to visit New Jersey's Office of Management and Budget.

Happy Easter to All!
“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay.”

