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Diocese of Metuchen Sexting Policy
The mission of all Catholic schools is to bring students closer to Jesus Christ by teaching and
living the gospel message in an environment where the unique value of each person is
recognized, protected and respected. Certainly, issues of morality demand a strong
partnership between the school and the family to protect students from dangers they do not
foresee. The Catholic Church believes and teaches that human bodies are gifts from God and
temples of the Holy Spirit. The Church defines chastity as “the successful integration of
sexuality within the person and thus the inner unity of man in his bodily and spiritual being.”
(CCC2337)
Educators, when teaching the first, sixth, eighth, and ninth commandments, are called upon
to include the use of social media as a significant part of the instruction they give. As our
schools partner with families to model Catholic Social Teachings emphasizing the dignity of
the human person takes on a new and different meaning while discussing sexting and related
issues. In teaching our children about human sexuality within the framework of God’s plan,
we provide opportunities for moral decision making based on solid Catholic teachings.
The Diocese of Metuchen prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation or exploitation of all
students. Each school must insure a safe environment that reflects the gospel and is
conducive to student learning. With more students having access to phones and social
media accounts, it is becoming easier for them to send and receive explicit messages and
images. All students are expected to refrain from any and all conduct involving sexting.
They are to respect the dignity of others and of themselves at all times. Sexting shall not be
tolerated on school property, on the school bus, at any school sponsored function or off
school grounds.
In complying with this Policy, the following must be considered:


Sexting is the production, possession or dissemination of sexual materials, including
sexually suggestive text messages, nude/semi-nude photographs, or videos of themselves
or others via cellular telephone or the internet by students on school property or at any
school sponsored function. Sexting does not fuel committed, eternal love as God desires for us. It
stands in opposition to God’s plan for us, and for that reason it is wrong.



Pornography consists in removing real or simulated sexual acts from the intimacy of the
partners, in order to display them deliberately to third parties. It offends against chastity
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because it perverts the conjugal act, the intimate giving of spouses to each other. It does
grave injury to the dignity of its participants (actors, vendors, the public), since each one
becomes an object of base pleasure and illicit profit for others. It immerses all who are
involved in the illusion of a fantasy world. It is a grave offense. (CCC 2354)


Creating or sharing explicit images of a child is illegal, even if the person doing it is a
child. A young person is breaking the law when they take an explicit photo or video of
themselves or a friend; share an explicit image or video of a child, even if it is shared
between children of the same age; or, possess, download or store an explicit image or
video of a child, even if the child gave his/her permission for it to be created. Images
covered under the law include, but are not limited to, naked pictures, photos of
intimate body parts, including topless photos of girls, any sex act and any sexually
suggestive image, which includes photos of a person in undergarments/underwear. If it
is found that a child under the age of 18 is in possession of any of these, has been
sending them or taking these types of photos, the police can record it as a crime and the
offender may be prosecuted.

In complying with the Policy, the following procedures must be observed:











All reported incidents of sexting shall be dealt with immediately.
The school will take immediate measures to protect the victim and others involved
in the incident.
Report to the Diocese of Metuchen Diocesan Response Officer
Report immediately to the Office of Schools, either the Superintendent or Assistant
Superintendent
Report immediately to the local Police Department.
Secure all cell phones, computers or other electronic devices that may contain or
have disseminated sexual materials, including sexually suggestive text messages and
nude or semi-nude photographs. Cell phones should be placed in Airplane mode to
preserve the evidence.
Secure all potential witnesses.
Contact the parents of all students involved in the reported incident.
Students involved in possession or transmission of inappropriate photos on their cell
phones or other electronic devices may face some or all of the listed consequences:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Temporary removal from the classroom;
In-school or out-of-school suspension;
Parent conference;
Deprivation of privileges;
Suspension from sports participation;
Removal from After-School programs;
Counseling;
Therapy;
Expulsion
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